Bloomfield Public Library
Quarterly

Library Week Amnesty

In celebration of National Library Week, the Library will offer an am-
nesty on overdue books and audiovisual materials that are returned be-
tween Sunday, April 2nd and Saturday, April 8, 2006.

Who is that helpful person?

All Library staff members can now be easily identified by their name
badges. If you need help, please ask someone wearing a badge. Library
policy issues are most appropriately discussed with a department super-
visor. If you have either a complaint or a complement about service,
please leave a note in one of our Suggestion Boxes located at the Circu-
lation Desk in the main Library or in the Children’s Division. Be sure to
identify the horrid or helpful individual by name!

Library continues to add improvements!

The installation of two sets of automatic sliding glass doors at the front
entrance has made the Library truly barrier-free. Patrons in wheel-
chairs, on crutches or walkers, and those pushing shopping carts or baby
carriages can now enter the building without difficulty. Safety has also
been improved because the motion-sensitive nature of the new doors
prevents them from closing if any person or object is in the area.

Clear and visible new signs that identify offices and book shelves have
been donated by the Friends of the Library. The Friends also donated
two new rugs to the Children’s Division and periodical shelving to the
main Library.

Conference Rooms for Rent

A second, larger conference space is now available for rent by the public.
This room is located in the basement of the Library across the hall from
the Theatre. (Old-time patrons may remember when this space housed
our entire Children’s Division!) Rental of this room includes the use of a
kitchen and access to the newly renovated rest rooms. In addition to
accommodating patrons who need convenient indoor space, the rental
fees will provide a source of extra funding for the Library. To inquire
about rates and scheduled availability of either the smaller Conference
Room on the second floor of the Main Library or this new facility, please
call Christina Lotito at 973-566-6200, ext 204, or email her at
clotito@bplnj.org.
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From the Library Director’s Desk

The Library has always been part of the American dream —
a place for education, self-help and lifelong learning. With
free resources like books, magazines, CDs, DVDs, Videos,
Interlibrary loans, Internet access and databases, the li-
brary helps people find new jobs, do better in school, tackle
projects and learn new languages. Librarians teach them
how to find and use information so they can succeed in to-
day’s information age. By supporting our communities’
growth and change, the library also helps them remain edu-
cated and vibrant.

Our library provides a space for people of all ages, classes
and races to come together, while keeping us connected to
events and people around the world. It's where people can
follow world events or research where to volunteer locally.

This year Bloomfield Public Library celebrates National Li-
brary Week from April 2nd through 8th, by conducting sev-
eral programs designed to remind our patrons about the
valuable contribution of their library, librarians and library
workers.

As the world changes, endless opportunities await you. Visit
your library and find out how you can change your world @
Bloomfield Public Library.

Gian Hasija, Library Director

While You're on the Web:

The Internet offers a lot more than email and chat!
Check out some of the following websites:

www.bplnj.org
Your Bloomfield Public Library website offers access to
our online public catalog as well as reference databases
like Enscohost and JerseyClicks. Check if that recent
bestseller has arrived or renew your books online.

WWW.irs.gov
Your taxes are due (or overdue!) and you can't find a
necessary form. There's no need to panic! Use the Inter-
nal Revenue Service website to download the forms and
publications on your home computer for free. Print-outs
from a Library workstation cost 10 cents each.

www.imdb.com
The Internet Movie Database has news, reviews, trivia,
gossip, awards lists, photos, and more about all your
favorite films and movie stars.

www.petfinder.org
Are you looking for a new pet? Check out the thousands
of dogs, cats, ferrets, birds, snakes, and pot-bellied pigs
who need homes! Most listings include photos. Animal
adoption can be inexpensive, easy and very rewarding.

Bloomfield Public Library Quarterly

Ask Libby

(Your Library Questions Answered!)
Dear Libby,

Why do | have to carry my library card? This
is a free country, not a police state! Isn't ask-
ing me for ID a violation of my rights as an
American?

Civil Libertarian

Dear Civil,

Issues of civil rights and intellectual freedom are
dear to the hearts of all librarians. We would never
require an ID for anyone to enter the Library build-
ing, read anything on our shelves, or ask a question.

Unlike the old library cards that included personal
information like your address and telephone num-
ber, the newer ones have only your signature and an
anonymous barcode. Our circulation system insures
that no one else can access your borrowing records.
This information is only available to you and to a
very few staff members. Anyone who used it inappro-
priately would face severe consequences.

The barcode enables you to log onto the Library com-
puter workstations even if the librarians at the In-
formation Services desk are busy helping other pa-
trons. That same barcode allows you to print by ac-
cessing funds deposited into your Library account.
It's no more invasive than an ATM card and a lot
easier to obtain than a driver’s license.

A Bloomfield Public Library card will be given with-
out cost to anyone who lives, works, or attends school
in Bloomfield. All we ask is that the user return bor-
rowed items on time & in good condition.

One of the glories of this country is that its citizens
and guests have the freedom to read anything they
want. Your library card symbolizes that freedom.
Carry it proudly!

Questions for ASK LIBBY may be sent

c/o Linda Esler at the Bloomfield Public Library
(90 Broad Street, Bloomfield, NJ 07003)

or emailed to lesler@bplnj.org.

Happy Holidays

The Library will be closed in observance of Good
Friday on April 14th, Easter Sunday on April
16th, and Memorial Day weekend on May 27th,
28th & 29th.

TheLibrary will be closed to the Public on Wednesday, June 28th, Thursday, June 29th, and
Friday, June 30th so that the staff may take Inventory. We apologize for any inconvenience.




